
 
 
 
                                                   

 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
  
  

Understanding the World 
 

What does materials and their 
properties mean? 
 
What are the properties of this material? 
 
Why is it important to learn from past 
experiences?  
 
What are the first signs of spring? 
 
When is the Chinese New Year; why and 
how is it celebrated? 
 
Who is Saint Valentine?  
 
How can you draw using a computer? 
 
 
 

Dodford First School 

Achieve, Believe, Create and Fly High 
 

Communication and Language 
The weekly Listening with Lola, and Show and 
Tell sessions, great favourites of ours, will 
continue Friday afternoon. These weekly whole 
class sessions build on the children’s listening 
skills, enhancing the children’s ability to 
communicate effectively.   
 
The Three Little Pigs role-play area will allow 
the children to retell a familiar story, tell an 
alternate story and use their topic vocabulary.   

Key skills will be developed in all areas of the curriculum and learning will be linked to our Topic Focus 
wherever appropriate. 

 

Topic Overview 
 

This half term our topic is Material World. In 
this unit, the children will learn the difference 
between man-made and natural materials. 
They will investigate the properties of 
materials through a range of hands-on 
activities and will begin to discover the variety 
of materials within their world.   
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Physical Development 
Our new PE focus is throwing and catching. The 
children will develop skills to throw and catch 
with increased accuracy using a variety of PE 
equipment such as balls and beanbags that 
provide different sizes and weights. The 
children will be able to use their space and 
travel skills to throw and catch with increasing 
skill. This half term, weekly yoga sessions will 
also take place, and these will take place for all 
pupils in Wren Class on Tuesday afternoons.  

Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development 

Jigsaw. 
Challenge: I understand that if I persevere, 
I can tackle challenges. 
Never Giving Up: I can tell you about a 
time I didn’t give up until I achieved my 
goal. 
Setting a Goal: I can set a goal and work 
towards it. 
Obstacles and Support: I can use kind 
words to encourage people. 
Flight to the Future: I understand the link 
between what I learn now and the job I 
might like to do when I’m older. 
Footprint Awards: I can say how I feel 
when I achieve a goal and know what it 
means to feel proud 

RE Worcestershire Agreed Syllabus 
Being special: Where do we belong? 
 

Reception 

Literacy 
Little Wandle 

 
Phonics: Phase 3 
 
GPCs covered: 
W1: Revisit phase 2 
W2: Ai, ee, igh, oa 
W3: Oo, oo, ar, or 
W4: Ur, ow, oi, ear 
W5: Air, er (and words with double letters) 
W6: Assessment 
 
Tricky words covered: 
W1: Phase 2 tricky words 
W2: 
W3: Was, you, they 
W4: My, by, all 
W5: Are, sure, pure 
 
Our main text is The Three Little Pigs.  
 

Expressive Arts and Design 
Kapow 

Unit 2: Painting and Mixed Media: Paint my 
world. Artist: Megan Coyle 
Winter Craft. 
 
Other tasks: 
The Three Little Pigs’ houses constructed 
from straw, sticks and bricks.  
Artwork made from natural materials. 
Waterproof coat design for teddy. 
Construct a robot from junk. 
Make the perfect brick for the little pig. 
Chinese New Year artwork. 
Mix red and white to create different tones of 
pink for Valentine’s artwork. 

 
Music 

Charanga 
Everyone 
Main songs:  
Wind The Bobbin Up 
Rock-A-Bye Baby 
Five Little Monkeys 
Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star 
If you’re Happy and you Know It 
Head Shoulders Knees and Toes 

Outdoor Learning 
Exploration of the school grounds. 
Compare and sort natural materials. 
Compare and sort man-made and natural 
materials. 
Investigate materials that float and sink. 
Investigate materials that are magnetic and 
nonmagnetic. 
Create land art using natural materials. 
 
 
  
   

Mathematics 
White Rose 

 
Week 1-3 Alive in 5! 
Introducing zero 
Comparing numbers to 5 
Composition of 4&5 
Compare mass 
Compare capacity 
 
Week 4-6 Growing 6, 7, 8 
6, 7, 8 
Combining two amounts 
Making pairs 
Length and height 
Time 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

Reading 
Please continue to listen to your child read regularly at home (at least three times a week). A 
comment is not necessary, page numbers and a signature are fine. Although your child will be taught 
to read at school, you can have a huge impact on their reading journey by continuing their practice 
at home. As well as improving their reading skills, your child can earn up to 3 stickers a week if they 
read their reading practice book with you at home. Once they have enough stickers to fill their 
bookmark, your child is given a book to treasure forever. We can only monitor when your child has 
read their reading practice book at home by tracking the entries made in the Reading Record.  
 
There are two types of reading book that your child may bring home: 
 
A reading practice book. This will be at the correct phonic stage for your child. They should be able 
to read this fluently and independently. 
  
A sharing book.  Your child will not be able to read this on their own. This book is for you both to 
read and enjoy together.  

Materials 
Please look at different materials within 
your home. Look at man-made and 
natural materials. See how different 
materials behave – can you scrunch it up, 
does it float or sink, is it waterproof, is it 
heavy or light, is it flexible? You can sort 
materials into groups according to their 
properties. Why not construct with junk 
materials and find out about waste – what 
materials go to landfill, can be recycled, 
or reused? 

Parent Stay and Play  
Parent Stay and Play this term is on Friday 31st 
March in Wren Class. The session will start at 
1.30pm. At 2.45pm you’ll be invited into the 
Teaching and Learning Base for refreshments 
and to look through the Memory Book.  
 
We look forward to seeing you!  


