
 

 

 
                                                   

 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Understanding of the World 

Pond-dipping, bug hunting and 
observing the life cycle of a butterfly 
within the classroom are just some of 
the wonderful activities that the 
children will engage in to learn more 
about minibeasts. The children will 
continue to be encouraged to choose 
the correct technology to use for a 
particular purpose such as the digi-
camera to film minibeasts within the 
school garden. 
 
 

 Dodford First School Communication and Language 

The children will be required to 
anticipate key events and respond to 
what they hear with relevant comments, 
questions or actions. They will need to 
successfully communicate with one 
another in order to complete small 
group and whole class projects such as 
generating an animated story using a 
computer programme and to create, 

rehearse and perform a minibeast play.  

Key skills will be developed in all areas of the curriculum and learning will be linked to our Topic Focus 
wherever appropriate 

 

 

 

          

Topic Overview 
We’re going on a Bug Hunt is a topic 
that allows the children to discover and 
observe minibeasts in their natural 
habitat. Through this topic the children 
will learn about classifications, life 
cycles and habitats. The topic will 
weave throughout the areas of learning 
during the second summer half term. 
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Physical Development 

Reception have thoroughly enjoyed 
PE sessions through the academic 
year. This half-term we will continue 
with our development of movement, 
experimenting with different ways of 
moving like a minibeast. Similarly, 
with Den Day and Healthy Eating 
week we will be discussing ways to 
keep a healthy lifestyle. 

Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development 

Discussions will take place in regard 
to the choices available in relation to 
the mini-beasts that they encounter.  
They will look at how and why 
creatures of all sizes should be 
treated with care and respect.   
The children will be encouraged to 
talk about feelings associated with 
experiences – sad, happy, worried, 

scared, excited or relieved. 

Reception 

English 

English is packed full of reading and 
writing activities chosen by the children. 
Write facts, stories and label minibeasts 
are just a few of their suggestions.  
The children have worked well 
throughout each phase in phonics 
consolidating previously taught sounds 
and learning new sounds.  
Handwriting will continue to be taught 
through our phonics programme and we 
will consolidate how to write each lower 
case letter using pre-cursive formation.  
 

Expressive Arts and Design 

The children thoroughly enjoy 
performing, so lots of opportunities to 
fulfil their request to do more will take 
place. We will also continue to learn new 
songs, incorporate musical instruments 
and create dance routines. The children 
are also interested in creating 
minibeasts homes out of junk, using salt 
dough to create a minibeast of their 
choice, making a giant spider web with 
spiders out of string and other materials 
on the playground and much more. All of 
which will be incorporated into the final 
half term.  

 

 
 Outdoor Learning – Understanding the World 
Our school grounds provide the perfect environment for our minibeast topic! The 
children shall explore habitats and in doing so discover a variety of minibeasts. They 
will learn to use magnifying glasses, bug boxes and identification sheets to develop 
their knowledge and understanding. The Reception children will continue to nurture 
their vegetable plot and pots, learning about the plant life cycle and the importance of 
eating healthily.  

 

 

Mathematics 

The children will measure distance 
using non-standard units of 
measurement, discuss the position of 
objects, and learn more about 
money. They will be encouraged to 
use previously taught strategies to 
work out number problems 
independently and be introduced to 

counting on in 5s and 10s.  

We’re going on a Bug Hunt! 



 

 

 
Dodford Holiday Farm. We have had a 
sensational start to our new minibeasts 
topic with a visit to Dodford Holiday Farm. 
All the children thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves as we went on a minibeast 
hunt around the grounds, shook the trees 
to find out if any creepy-crawlies were in 

the branches and built dens for shelter! 

 
Visitors 
 
This half term we welcome School House Day Nursery to stay and 
play. The reception and nursery children will be able to socialise and 
play together in the Reception indoor/outdoor space. 
 
Fabulous Finish – towards the end of this half term, Mr Bonham will 
bring in his exotic minibeasts to show the children. He will share facts 
about each one and answer questions to enhance the children’s 
topic.  
 

 
 
Thank you! 
Thank you for all of your continued support 
over this academic year! You are very 
generous and we are most grateful. 


