
 

 

 
                                                   

 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Dodford First School 
 

Communication and Language 

Listening attentively in a range of situations will 
continue to be a focus this half term. The 
children will listen to a variety of stories, learning 
to anticipate key events and respond to what 
they hear with relevant comments, questions or 
actions. Encouragement will be given to ensure 
the children give their attention to what others 
say and respond appropriately. The children will 
also be asked ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about 
their experiences and in response to stories or 
events. Being encouraged to express 
themselves effectively, showing an awareness 

of the listeners needs. 

Key skills will be developed in all areas of the curriculum and learning will be linked to our Topic Focus 
wherever appropriate. 

 

 

 

          

Understanding the World 

The children will explore Victorian toy 
replicas and modern toys, before 
comparing old with new. In doing so, the 
children will learn about differences and 
change over time. They will discuss why 
changes have been made and if they prefer 
old or new. Within our teddy bear themed 
week, the children will listen to a traditional 
tale and make the three bears porridge over 
in the mud kitchen. They will experiment 
with different natural items as they create 
the porridge, discussing floating and 
sinking, changes to materials, and 
similarities and differences.   
In addition, the children will have the 
opportunity to experience programmable 
toys such as bee-bots. Learning how to 
program the toy to move from point A to 
point B. 

Curriculum Newsletter  

Spring 2 2018 

 
 
 

 

 

Topic Overview 
 

Toytown will allow the children to compare 
old and new toys and discuss how they have 
changed over time. There will be 
opportunities to recreate old toys from arts 
and crafts, and experience competitive 
games in PE.     

 

Physical Development 

The children’s yoga session will continue every 
Thursday before lunch. They have learnt many 
yoga positions including the downward facing 
dog and warrior pose. If you are interested in 
continuing yoga at home, try out the yoga 
videos on the Cosmic Kids website 
www.cosmickids.com.   
The theme in PE this half term is games and 
fitness. The children will experience competitive 
games and talk about the response their bodies 
have to exercise. To develop fine motor skills, 
the children will be encouraged to take part in 
Dough Disco for 5minutes every day. They will 
also experience other fine motor activities such 
as threading, weaving, using tweezers and 
more! 

Reception 

Expressive Arts and Design 

 
Crafty projects will include making a cup and 
ball and a pop up toy. They will also have to use 
their creativity to create a game using toys for 
others to play. Charanga will continue on a 
weekly basis and in addition to this music 
session, the children will learn the lyrics to Teddy 
Bears Picnic and create actions. You can visit 
Teddy Bears Picnic sung by Anne Murray on 
You Tube to help your child to learn the song. 
The children will also make Easter crafts where 
they will use a variety of media and materials to 

complete a desired effect. 

English 

We will continue with phase 3 letters and 
sounds through reading and writing activities. 
The application of phonics skills will be required 
to write labels for a variety of toys, write a 
caption to accompany their picture of a toy 
scene, complete a passport for a teddy bear 
and to write about their favourite toy as well as 
many more writing activities! The children have 
the opportunity to apply their reading skills 
through a range of reading matter including 
Education City, Bug Club and Phonics Play 
activities as well as continuing to explore a 
variety of reading material in the form of 
magazines, their work, display signs, books 
from the guided and non-guided reading 

schemes, reading corner and school library.  
Mathematics 

Addition and subtraction will be the first 
focus in maths this half term. The children 
will be encouraged to use apparatus 
including numicon and number lines to aid 
counting on and back to find the answer. 
They will widen their mathematical 
vocabulary and learn how to record addition 
and subtraction sentences. 
 
If addition and subtraction goes well, money 
will be introduced later in the half term. The 
children will identify coins and use the 
smaller amounts to add and subtract in a 
shop style role-play. Buying and selling toys 
from one another and recording their 
workings. 

Outdoor Learning.  
Nurturing the beans and potatoes will be at the top of our list this half term. We will add canes for 
the beans to grow up in the vegetable patch and aim to grow the biggest crop of potatoes in the 
school. We are having a competition between each class in school to see who can harvest the 

biggest crop!    

Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development 

The children are well and truly settled into 
school life and many friendships have been 
formed. The children will experience 
competitive games in PE and we will 
discuss how to deal with such games in our 
PE and PSED sessions. In RE, the children 
will learn about Mother’s Day and why it is 
special. The main focus in RE this half term 
will be the story of Easter. This will involve 
listening and responding to the story, 
sequencing the main events and making 
Easter crafts.  
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Have a go at making 
yourself a new toy 
and bring it in for 

Show and Tell! 
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